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A Place of Execution – novel 

 

Frontispiece:  Le Pendu 

 

Let me tell you a story… 
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Le Pendu: The Hanged Man 
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Reversal of the mind and one’s way of life 

Transition. Abandonment. Renunciation. 

The changing of life’s forces. 

Readjustment. Regeneration. Rebirth. Improvement. 

 

Efforts and sacrifice may have to be undertaken to 

succeed towards a goal which may not be reached. 

Life in suspension 



Pounds feelings and senses 

The story is set in December 1963 
 

My first girlfriend’s favourite song was Franki Valli and 
the Four Seasons’  

 

‘O what a night! (December 1963)’ 
 

and suddenly I am 15 again and hearing her father’s 
voice demanding she send me away from her gate… 
 

That was a BIG loss… 

 

I turn the page… 



Loss … 
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Where me and my true love will never meet again… 



Pounds feelings and senses 

Death 
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Death: Gate Crasher 
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Death: Balloon Burster 



Dum Spiro Spero 
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Overdrawn at the spirit bank 
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Deflated 

Hope gone 

In trouble 

Need help… 



Dum Spiro Spero 
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But… 



Loss will happen. Grief will come 
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“Life is an illness with a 100% mortality rate” 

 

Every soul shall taste death 

     Holy Qur’an 

 



The Seven Kinds of Human 
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Feelings… 

Pounds feelings and senses  

 

 

 

 



How are you feeling today? 
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The mind forgets,  

the heart remembers 
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…listen carefully to the sound 

of your loneliness 

like a heartbeat.. drives you mad 

in the stillness of remembering what you had 

and what you lost... 
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…spaces everywhere 
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Pounds  
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Feelings 
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Senses  



Spirituality – difficult to define 
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What is spirituality? 
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Spirituality ‘can refer to the essence of human 

beings as unique individuals: “what makes me, me 

and you, you”, so it is the power, energy and 

hopefulness in a person. It is life at its best, growth 

and creativity, freedom and love. It is what is 

deepest in us, what gives us direction, motivation. It 

is our deepest desires and our unvoiced fears. It is 

what enables us to survive bad times…to 

overcome difficulties…to become ourselves…’  
(Bradford Social Services 1999) 



Bereavement: how does it feel? 
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Starfish 
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Paying the Price 



…cost 
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What do I get? 
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I only get sleepless nights 

Alone here in my half-empty bed 
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A good healthy dose of Religion 



Spirituality – difficult to define 
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Access to the world 

Pounds feelings and sense  

The kiss of the sun for pardon,  

The song of the birds for mirth,  

One is nearer God's Heart in a garden  

Than anywhere else on earth. 
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Geraniums 
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When my father died, 

I never cried. 

But when my geraniums looked wilted and sad, 

I thought, 

I’ll phone and ask my dad, 

And then I cried 

When my father died… 

A double whammy of 

LOSS 



…and Growth 
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What lifts your spirits? 
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Don’t forget to keep YOUR spirits up  

        and your balloon inflated! 
 
 
 



Thank You! 
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Go well, go gently 
 

And as you walk on 
 

Walk on with hope in your heart 

and may you never walk alone… 

Jonathan 
 


